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‘First language is the language to which the child was initially exposed 
during early development and continues to use this language in the home 
and community. If a child acquires English subsequent to early development, 
then English is not their first language no matter how proficient in it they 
become.’
Source:	 School census preparation and guidance for 2007 (DfES	2007)
In	common	with	terms	used	by	professionals	in	the	field,	the	terms	learner	of	EAL	and	
bilingual	learner	are	used	interchangeably	and	neither	term	presumes	any	particular	
level	of	fluency	in	any	language.	Aiming high: raising the achievement of minority ethnic 
pupils (DfES	0183/2003)	defines	this	usage	as	follows.
‘Bilingual here is taken to mean all pupils who use or have access to more 
than one language at home or at school – it does not necessarily imply full 






‘…pupils who have had all or most of their school education in the UK and 
whose oral proficiency in English is usually indistinguishable from that of 
pupils with English as a first language but whose writing may still show 
distinctive features related to their language background.’
Source:	 Could they do better? The writing of advanced bilingual learners of English at Key Stage 2: 
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scale	in	A language in common – assessing English as an additional language	as	a	
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Wave 3 – Wave 1 plus increasingly individualised programmes, based on 



































by English as an additional language




























Ensuring the attainment of pupils learning English as an additional language: a management guide
00011-2007BKT-EN	 Ensuring the attainment of pupils learning English as an additional language: a management guide
©	Crown	copyright	2007 Secondary National Strategy
Achievements at Key Stage 3: Mathematics at level 5 and above in 2005 for regions,


























Achievements at Key Stage 3: Science at level 5 and above in 2005 for regions,


































Achievement at Key Stage 4: Five A*–C grades (including English and mathematics) in 2005
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Tackling underperformance: a guide for school leaders	(DfES	0758-2004	G);
Unlocking potential: raising ethnic minority attainment at Key Stage 3	(DfES	
0579-2002);
A language in common – assessing English as an additional language	(QCA/00/584);

































Making effective use of data
Curriculum planning, teaching and learning
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Appendix	A:	Useful	resources
Access and engagement in art	
DfES	0662/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_art_eal
Access and engagement in design and technology	
DfES	0663/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_dt_eal
Access and engagement in English 
DfES	0609/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/en_eal
Access and engagement in geography 
DfES	0657/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_ge_eal
Access and engagement in history 
DfES	0656/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_hi_eal
Access and engagement in ICT	
DfES	0611/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/downloads/ict_eal1061102.pdf
Access and engagement in mathematics	
DfES	0251/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/downloads/ma_eal.pdf
Access and engagement in music	
DfES	0661/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_mu_eal/
Access and engagement in physical education	
DfES	0659/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_pe_eal
Access and engagement in RE	
DfES	0658/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/fs_mu_eal
Access and engagement in science 
DfES	0610/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/sc_eal
Aiming high: raising the achievement of minority ethnic pupils	
DfES	0183/2003
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Assessing pupils’ progress in English – a practical guide	
DfES	1789-2005	CDO-EN	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/ass_eng/
The assessment of pupils learning English as an additional language	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/downloads/en_assess_eal.pdf
Grammar for writing – supporting pupils learning EAL	
DfES	0581/2002	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/eal_grammar
A language in common – assessing English as an additional language 
QCA/00/584	
www.qca.org.uk/3359.html
Literacy across the curriculum	
DfES	0235/2001	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/lit_xc









Pedagogy and practice: teaching and learning in secondary schools	
DfES	0423–0444/2004	DfES	0445-2004	and	0446-2004	(DVDs)		
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/respub/sec_pptl0




Tackling underperformance: a guide for school leaders	
DfES	0758-2004	G	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/ts/docs/tu.pdf
Targeting for success: raising the attainment of minority ethnic pupils and pupils 
learning English as an additional language	
DfES	0763-2003
Tracking for success 
DfES	1545-2005	FLR-EN	
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/keystage3/downloads/sns0506launch154505track.pdf
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This publication is available for download from:
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk
www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications
Copies may be available from:
DfES Publications 
Tel:  0845 60 222 60 
Fax:  0845 60 333 60 




© Crown copyright 2007
Produced by the  
Department for Education and Skills 
www.dfes.gov.uk
The content of this publication may be reproduced 
free of charge by schools and local authorities 
provided that the material is acknowledged as  
Crown copyright, the publication title is specified,  
it is reproduced accurately and not used in a 
misleading context. Anyone else wishing to reuse  
part or all of the content of this publication should 
apply to OPSI for a core licence.
The permission to reproduce Crown copyright 
protected material does not extend to any  
material in this publication which is identified  
as being the copyright of a third party.
Applications to reproduce the material from this 
publication should be addressed to:
OPSI, Information Policy Team, 
St Clements House, 
2–16 Colegate, Norwich NR3 1BQ 
Fax: 01603 723000 
e-mail: hmsolicensing@cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk 
Disclaimer
The Department for Education and Skills wishes  
to make it clear that the Department and its agents 
accept no responsibility for the actual content of 
any materials suggested as information sources  
in this document, whether these are in the form  
of printed publications or on a website.
In these materials icons, logos, software products 
and websites are used for contextual and practical 
reasons. Their use should not be interpreted as 
an endorsement of particular companies or their 
products.
The websites referred to in these materials existed  
at the time of going to print.
Tutors should check all website references carefully 
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